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sachin.Sharma @timesofindia.com
Vadodara: Even as ‘Made in India

ket, massive solar concentrators
uted as the largest in the world
harnessing solar energy to repla
conventional power sources af an ash-
ram near the city.

The solar concentrator, also called
[asolar dish, measures 26m indiameter
and stands about seven floors tall. Tt
was installed at the Muni Seva Ash-
ram in Goraj, which had previously in-
stalled a similar dish. Originally deve-
loped in Australia, the concenirator is
now manufactured in India following
an initiative by ashram board member
Deepak Gadhia.

“The concentrator was developed
by the Australian National University
and Sunrise CSE an Ausiralia-based
company. They even built a prototype
to

photovoltalcpanels dominate the mar-

Giant made-in-India solar dish
transforms energy use at ashram

for cooking, laundry, and other daily
operations.

The ashrem installed a larger dish
capable of powering a 200-nne air
conditioning plant. The Rotary Club
of Bombay Pier contributed Rs L6 ero-
retathe project.

Tw0 More concentrators are plan-
ned at the ashram, with the United Na-
tions Industrial Development Organi-
sation (UNIDO) donating Rs 2.5 crare
for the initiative. “The hospital is re-
gistered asan MSME and will receivea
50% govt grantas well,” Gadhiaadded.
Healso noted that two industrial units
in Hyderabad are installing similar

solar eon-

PP b A sl

Sofar dish at themuni Seva Ashram in Goraj
representatives visited Dholera SIR
for a praposed desalination plant and
expressed interest in bringing the

technulul;ylolndla “] agreed to colla-
yadhersdta the ‘Ma-

al-basedenergy beingcheaper in Aust-
ralia, the technology did not gain trac-
tion there,” said Gadhia, who left his
manufacturing business to join the

Gadhiaexplained that Sunrise CSP

keinIndia® phllnsnphy “hesaid. Asub-

centrators, mese solar discs require
far less space, “It's like replacing mul-
tiple small houses with a high-rise bu-
ildingin thesamearea,” Gadhiaexpla-
ined. The discs are equipped with
smart software that allows them to
track the suns movement, ensuring

idiary

in India, and the first solar concentra-
tor was installed at the ashram three
years ago. The steam generated from
{he first solar dish was primarily used

Made of :vadily availablemirrors,
the dise coneentrates sunlight o pro-
duce steam, which can be used formul-
tiple applications.
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A machine that treats cancer. Small thought. Deep compassion. Big courage
A human touch that heals fear. ..and a team that made it possible.
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Shri Ramanbhai Patel-AMA Centre for
Excellence in Education

has great pleasure in bestowing the

Shreshtha Shikshak Award
for the Year 2011

Fs. Dlirodbfiai w,,,{;,,//;,, ¢ Dronar

for stepping beyond his role as a teacher
to be a mentor for his students.
from economically disadvantaged backgrounds.
He believes that education for them

is not just about amassing knowledge
but a gateway for venturing out in the world
with confidence, dignity and self belief.
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