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Amld LPG supply crisis, sun and

Solar, Biogas Plants
Help Cook Meals

For Thousands

Prashant Rupera &
Radha Sharma | Tnn

: Vadodara/Ahmedabad:

: Evenasimagesof people queu-
: eingupfor LPG cylinders beco-
i meincreasingly commonamid
i the war-triggered supply crisis,

some rural pockets in Gujarat
offer astriking contrast.
From solar steam kitchens

At Muni Seva Ashram in Goraj,
solar-powered kitchens cook two
meals a day for nearly 5,000 people

feeding thousands at Goraj ne-
ar Vadodara to dung-powered
cooking gas in Mujkuvavillage
near Anand and Kutch villa-
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ges, local renewable energy sy-
stemsare insulatingcommuni-
ties from the fuel crunch.

At Muni Seva Ashram in
Goraj, solar-powered kitchens
cook two meals a day for nearly
5,000 people. Nearly 80-85% of
cooking requirements are met
through solar energy and bio-
gas. Thecampushousesthe Ka-
ilash Cancer Hospital and Re-
search Centre, four schools,
hostels, old-age homes and se-
veral community facilities.

_dung power kltchens in rural Gujarat
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Battling cancer, MSU student

secures top ranks in GATE

Prashant.Rupera
@timesofindia.com

Vadodara: In a remarkable
storyof resilienceanddeter-
mination, Gurudutt Dave
(22), afinal-year engineering
student of Maharaja Sayaji-
rao University (MSU), has
secured AllIndiaRank (AIR)
75 in electronics and AIR 333
in electrical engineering in
GATE 2026, despite battling
stage IV lymphoma and un-
dergoing gruelling chemot-
herapy sessions.

Diagnosed in March 2024
after experiencing persis-
tent back pain and swelling,
Dave underwent six intensi-
vechemotherapy cycles over
nearly three-and-a-half
months at Muni Seva Ash-
ram, Goraj. “The first week

Gurudutt Dave

after every session was extre-
mely difficult, and I was
mostly on bed rest. I would
study gradually once I star-
ted recovering,” he said.

Even before his diagnosis,
Dave faced academic set-
backs, having been detained
due to backlogs during the
transition from his second to
third year. However, he per-
sisted and first appeared for
GATE in 2025, securing AIR
1,334 in electrical enginee-

ring. Unsatisfied, he tried
again, this time opting for
two papers — a strategy that
paid off with topranks.

Dave credited his men-
tors, friends, and family for
support during the challeng-
ing period. “Mrunal sir alwa-
ys Kept motivating and gui-
dingme,” hesaid.

Coming from a modest
background, with his retired
father employed in a non-
technical role at MSU, Dave
now plans to pursue higher
studies at the Indian Institute
of Science (TISc), Bengaluru.
While he is inclined towards
research, he said his long-
term plans will evolve with
experience.

Reflecting on his journey,
Dave said, “The setbacks pus-
hedme tostay focused.”
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Kailash Cancer Hospital & Research Centre 2025-26
Q4 Service Overview: YOY Comparison 2024-25
Patient Indoor Day - care Surgeries Radiation
Consultations Treatments Chemo therapies Performed Therapies
33103 6394 3621 563 484
36265 6178 3553 503 492
Nuclear Bone Marrow Lab Radiology
Medicine Transplantations Investigations Investigations
724 9 67273 7719
801 14 62333 6677
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